REPORT ON HEART, LUNG AND CIRCULATION JOURNAL FOR 2007
The Editorial Office is now based in Sydney under the direction of Richmond Jeremy, the Editor-In-Chief, and Deborah Edwards, Editorial Manager.  The surgical editorial team comprises Julian Smith, Paul Bannon and Andrew Cochrane, supported by Franklin Rosenfeldt as Founding Editor.   The Journal is now a fully web-based journal; manuscripts, submission and refereeing being completely electronic.  Support for the Journal has continued from the publisher Elsevier who has maintained and increased the logistics and financial support for the Journal over the last year.  Negotiations are in train with the Chinese Society for Cardiothoracic Surgery for Heart, Lung and Circulation to become their official journal.    

Publication Statistics 
In 2007 a total of ten issues will be produced, six regular bi-monthly issues and four supplements: CSANZ Annual Meeting, ASCTS Annual Meeting, Epworth Medical Centre Report and the John Uther Festschift.   With the increasing number of papers it is hoped that the Journal will move to monthly publication in 2008.    Bayer has funded ASCTS Annual Meeting Supplement reports for 2006, 2007 and 2008.
In 2006 233 articles were submitted with a 49% rejection rate.      In 2007 129 manuscripts were submitted in the first six months which foreshadows a substantial increase for the year.    Publication times are as follows:
· 33 weeks from submission to appearance on Science Direct and Pub Med

· 43 weeks from submission to appearance in print.   

The origin of manuscripts is as follows:


65% Australian, 35% Overseas – principally India, Netherlands, Turkey, UK, 
USA and Germany.

Electronic Access

ASCTS Members will soon be able to access Heart, Lung and Circulation in Australia automatically via the ASCTS Website.  

ASCTS Members will be pleased to learn of the great electronic accessing of articles in Heart, Lung and Circulation, in 2006 there were 30,347 full text downloads of Heart, Lung and Circulation articles.   In 2007 there were 3,684 downloads per month which is heading for a yearly download in excess of 44,000.
All issues of the journal since its inception in 1991 will be accessible electronically.

Finances

The ASCT currently is charged $104 per member for Journal subscriptions, that is approximately $13 per issue.   In 2007 the ASCTS will receive from the publishers $19,000 in royalties (to be confirmed).  It is anticipated that in the next few years the Journal will provide an even more substantial income for ASCTS and CSANZ, the payments being divided equally between the two societies.

CONCLUSION

Heart, Lung and Circulation is something of which the ASCTS can be justly proud.  The ASCTS supported the Journal through its developmental years and as Editor-In-Chief over those difficult times I was most grateful for the unwavering support of the ASCTS.    We now have a Journal of International significance which is moving ahead.   Electronic access shows a wide interest in the Journal.    It is expected that an impact factor will be awarded by the International Society of Information in 2008.   The Impact factor depends on the number of submitted articles quoted in other published papers.

Franklin Rosenfeldt

Founding Editor
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